[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Dear [name of MLA],

I am writing to you to share my concern about the gross underutilization of Internationally Trained Physicians (ITPs) within the Canadian healthcare system despite the obvious health care staff shortages that have worsened during the pandemic. I am disappointed with the unfair policies put in place by British Columbia that have prevented these qualified professionals from working within their field and improving the healthcare of all British Columbians.

I am a member of your constituency and want to be confident that I am represented by someone who advocates for and implements equitable policies for all Canadians regardless of whether they were born here or immigrated. I request a meeting to allay my concerns.

(Share your personal story)

(your perspective of your friend’s or family member’s experiences/ struggles)

My wife/husband/friend/sibling/neighbour has 15 years of clinical experience working as a Family physician in X country and moved to Canada to be with his/her family. She/he assumed once he/she got settled in Canada and passed the licensing examinations, he/she would have been able to utilize his/her skills. Instead, he/she has had to work for minimum wage in the X industry and this has gravely impacted his/her morale. He/She had to sit for two years, knowing that he/she had the clinical skills and knowledge to help during the pandemic but was unable to. This goes against the Canadian mantra of equity.

Internationally Trained Physicians of Ontario (ITPO) is an organization that has been advocating for fair policies for Internationally Trained Physicians (ITPs) and International Medical Graduates (IMGs) that will allow ITPs to contribute comprehensively to the Canadian healthcare system by providing high standard medical care to all British Columbian. ITPO will represent the interests of ITPs on our behalf as they have several solutions to these issues. I would like to set up a meeting with you and your team at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,
[your name/s, email address/es, phone number/s]

